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A+ Soft Skills

● Self Graded
● Minimum Teacher Training 

Required
● Pre-recorded Training 

Available
● 54 Key-Skills
● Free to all New Mexico 

Juniors and Seniors
● Certificate Award with UNM 

Mentoring Institute Logo
● Accessed Online, (no 

downloads needed)



A+ Soft Skills



Advanced Placement Updates
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Melissa DeLaurentis, Ed.D, Education Administrator 



NM AP Professional Learning 2022-2023





College Board will pilot AP 
African American Studies in the 

2023-24 school year. College 
Board would like to see New 

Mexico schools represented. Any 
interested schools should fill out 

this interest form. 

https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/17ae1d38d62b4949bb6c7205ea0345c4


New Professional 
Learning Community 

of Practice for AP 
Seminar and AP 

Research 
Educators!

If your school is interested in 
teaching AP Seminar or AP 
Research (elective or ELA 

credit), please complete the 
AP Capstone Interest Form. 

https://collegeboard.force.com/APCapstone/s/


AP Canvas Course
 NMPED Program Supports

AP Canvas Course

Self-Enroll in the Advanced 
Placement Canvas course:

https://nmped.instructure.
com/enroll/7MJHFK 
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AP Monthly PLCs

https://nmped.instructure.com/enroll/7MJHFK
https://nmped.instructure.com/enroll/7MJHFK


New Mexico 
Counselor Update 
2022

collegeboard.org/counselors
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BigFuture Today: Your own 
guide to life after high school

College Search
(Live)

Planning for 
College

Paying for 
College

Scholarship 
Search
(Live)

Career Search
(Live)

Exploring 
Careers

Build Your 
College List

Apply To 
Colleges

Explore & 
Match to 

Scholarships

Complete the 
FAFSA

View Career 
Profiles

Explore 1,000+ 
Careers

Strengthen Your 
College List

Compare Labor 
Market 

Information
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Class of 2023 students are automatically entered into 
scholarship drawings by completing college planning steps 
on BigFuture.

Every month…
$40,000: Two winners

$500: Hundreds of winners

“It was the easiest thing to do. I would encourage every student to try and take a chance to try to earn a scholarship.”
Aliyah from New York
Class of 2022 Winner (Practice for the SAT)



13

Class of 2023, 2,744 students have participated in BigFuture.

19
Winners 

9,500
Scholarships Awarded

Classes of 2020-2022 
Scholarships in New Mexico

Will from Winnebago High School
Winnebago, Illinois

Scholarship Winner, Build Your College List Class 
of 2023



“To me this scholarship will be a big help to 
further my career. I’m really grateful to earn this 
scholarship. For my family it would help them 

ease the worry of my career financially.”

Lexi from Tularosa High School
Tularosa, New Mexico

Scholarship Winner, Class of 2022



15https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/communities-events/well-being
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New! Coming 2023-24:
When will students take the 
digital SAT?

All students will take the digital 
PSAT™ 8/9 and PSAT/NMSQT 
starting in fall 2023, followed by the 
digital PSAT™ 10 in spring 2024. 
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Digital SAT Suite

What’s staying the same

✔ The digital SAT Suite will continue to measure the 
knowledge and skills that matter most for college 
and career readiness

✔ The digital SAT will still be scored on a 1600 scale, 
and no concordance is required with the current 
paper and pencil exam. 

✔ The digital SAT will still be administered in a school 
or in a test center with a proctor present (not at 
home)

✔ Students will still have free, world-class practice 
resources on Khan Academy®.

✔ We’ll continue to support all students, including 
those who need accommodations on test day

What’s changing

✔ Students will take the SAT Suite of Assessments on 
a laptop or tablet. 

✔ The SAT will be shorter – about two hours instead of 
three.

✔ Students and educators will receive scores faster – 
in days, not weeks. 

✔ Calculators will be allowed on the entire math 
section. 

✔ The digital SAT will be more secure and flexible. 
Each student will get a unique test form, and states, 
schools, and districts will have much more flexibility 
for when they administer the digital SAT. 
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Benefits of Multi-Stage Adaptive 
Testing

“My experience with the 
digital SAT was that it was 
super easy to take. It was 

very convenient, and I was 
definitely less stressed 
out. I would definitely 

recommend it because it 
took away a lot of the 

pressure that comes with 
the SAT.”

Student Participant, March Digital 
SAT Pilot

• More precise measurement
• Shorter tests
• Questions are tailored according to students’ 

achievement
• More secure testing
• Tolerates disruptions in internet connectivity
• Allows students to navigate back to questions 

within a module
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Student Practice

01

02

03

04

Sample test questions (with answer 
explanations)

Full-length adaptive digital SAT 
practice test forms

Official SAT Practice on Khan 
Academy

Test implementation and classroom 
practice guides

05 SAT Suite question bank (SSQB)
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Commitments Matter.
Fall registration dramatically accelerates equity and access. 

• Students are more likely to stay 
engaged in class and dedicated to 
their learning when they commit to 
taking AP Exams in the fall.

• Research shows that students who 
take AP courses and exams have 
better college outcomes than their 
peers. All AP Exam scores prove that 
students are willing to work hard and 
complete college-level work.

NOV 15

Deadline for schools to 
order AP Exams.
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New! Option for Digital 

• Schools in the 48 contiguous states and Washington 
D.C. that prefer digital testing can order digital AP 
Exams. 

• No application is required. The AP coordinator can 
indicate paper and/or digital in AP Registration and 
Ordering for these 7 exams.

AP Offers Digital Exams in 7 Subjects

• AP Computer Science Principles
• AP English Language and Composition 
• AP English Literature and Composition
• AP European History
• AP Seminar
• AP U.S. History
• AP World History: Modern

Schools can choose to offer Digital
AP Exams for these 7 courses

cb.org/ap-2023-digitalLearn More:

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/exam-administration-ordering-scores/digital-ap-exams


Expand with Impact
AP Seminar

Create new on-ramps for students taking additional AP 
courses in high school.

AP Computer Science Principles
Drive diversification of computer science.

Build the pipeline to the college major.

AP Precalculus
Students who take Precalculus are 155% more likely to 

complete a bachelor’s degree.
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About AP  Seminar “Doing real-world 
investigations and 

offering 
research-based 
solutions has 

produced critical 
thinkers who are 
motivated to do 

something in their 
community.”

James Wszolek
English 10: AP Seminar Teacher, 

English Department Co-Chair
La Porte High School

• Introduced in 2014
• Created in response to college admissions leaders’ request for a 

course focused purely on skills needed in every college major
• Yearlong, interdisciplinary course, with no prerequisites, most 

frequently taught as an English course
• The first course in the two-course AP Capstone Diploma™ 

Program, however, AP® Seminar can be offered as a standalone 
course

• Students:
- Learn applicable skills to help in college and career 
-Work in teams to investigate a topic of choice and make a presentation
-Students conduct independent research and learn how to use evidence to 
support their ideas
-Qualify to earn a score of 1–5 based on their projects

®
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AP Computer Science Principles

- In most classes, students are told what to study. But 
in AP CSP, students choose the topic and build a 
project around it.

- Students learn by doing. They research problems 
and design solutions. 

- Students build skills they can use in the real 
world, like public speaking and app development

- Designed to be open to all: Algebra is the only 
prerequisite

Designed to attract a more diverse group of students by 
focusing on collaboration, creativity, and student choice 
in selection of projects.



25

Students who take precalculus in high school are 

155% 
more likely to complete a bachelor’s degree3, 

a higher boost in degree completion than students 
taking Algebra 2, Trigonometry, or Calculus. 

Students Get a Larger Boost with Precalculus
Precalculus Is a Powerful High School Math Course

3 Trusty, J., & Niles, S. G. (2003). High-school math courses and completion of the bachelor’s degree. Professional School Counseling, 7(2), 99–107. 



AP African American Studies
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A multidisciplinary course that examines the breadth of African 
American experiences through direct encounters with rich and 

varied sources, drawing from the fields of literature, the arts and 
humanities, political science, geography, science, and more.



Thank you!

Kimberly Bostwick 
Director, New Mexico
575.749.4969
kbostwick@collegeboard.org
Clearing a path for all students to own their future

mailto:kbostwick@collegeboard.org


Thank you!

Next Meeting: Wednesday, January 18, 2023; 2:30 - 3:30 pm
See you next year!


