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Dr. Melissa DeLaurentis serves as an Educational Administrator for Career Readiness with 
the New Mexico Public Education Department. She coordinates Advanced Placement and 
supports Career and Technical Education programs in this role. With over seventeen years 
of experience as an educator in New Mexico, she has taught at all levels of secondary 
instruction and served as a STEM Coordinator leading the transition to the Next 
Generation Science Standards and the development of the Challenger Learning Center. 
She holds a Bachelor of Science in Secondary Education, Master's Degree in Teaching, and 
Doctorate in Educational Leadership.

Dr. Melissa DeLaurentis



SESSION AGENDA
• SAT Suite of Assessments
• New Mexico Advanced Placement 
• Recruitment and Enrollment in College 

& Career Readiness Courses
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Please rename yourself to include your school/district and 
support a collaborative session by turning on your camera.





Introductions

What is filling your 
bucket today and 
what’s draining it?

Draining

Filling



SAT Suite of Assessments
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Why PSAT/NMSQT for 10th Graders?

Benefits for Educators

• Benchmarking
• Measurement of student 

growth
• Planning/acceleration
• Differentiation
• AP Potential

Benefits for Students

• Personalized SAT practice
• College planning resources
• Scholarship information
• AP Potential









SAT Suite of Assessments
Google Jamboard

How do we equitably 
encourage more 

students to enroll in 
AP courses?

College Board data show 
that hundreds of thousands 

of high school students 
nationwide have the 

potential to succeed in AP 
but do not take any matched 

AP courses.

Bridging this gap is 
crucial to supporting 

student access to 
college and career 

readiness.
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Jamboard
•Click the link 

in the chat 
box to join

Questions
•Use the sticky 

notes to 
respond to 
the questions

Reflection
•Consider the 

feedback provided to 
the group and discuss 
implications



New Mexico 
Advanced Placement
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Scores of 3+ on the AP 
exam earn global college 

credit.

Scores of 2+ on 23 exams 
qualify as 

demonstrations of 
competency.

AP students are more 
likely to be accepted at 
competitive colleges.

AP students are more 
likely to graduate from 

college.

AP allows students to 
explore subjects that 
interest them without 

cost.

Advantages of Advanced Placement
College & Career Readiness
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AP courses are taught at a 
college level to build 

students’ academic skills.

AP courses are capstones 
for many CTE programs.



Advanced Placement 

22,794 current
enrollments in
AP courses

669 educators 
in New Mexico 
currently teach 
AP courses

38 different AP 
courses are offered 
in 54 districts and 
19 charters 
throughout New 
Mexico



Advanced Placement 
Exam Results 2021

New Mexico students took 
12,708 AP exams in 38 
different subjects

4,512 test-takers earned a
qualifying score of 3+

AP exams potentially saved 
NM students approximately 
$4 million in college tuition
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Advanced Placement
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AP Fee 
Reductions

NM Eligible Student 
Exams $3

Statewide AP 
Credit Policy 

State Institutions 

AP Coaches Site-based support 
and professional 
development

Professional 
Learning

Fall, Winter, &  
Spring Workshops

State-Sponsored AP 
Summer Institutes 

Equitable access and participation 

Removing barriers to participation 

Program growth despite COVID 

Exam score improvement 
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Benefits of Taking AP
Advanced Placement for ALL Students

Students taking AP® courses in high school can earn college credit and 
placement through a score of 3 or higher on the exam. Universities around 
the world recognize AP when making admission decisions, course requisites, 
and awarding university credit. In fact, half of students entering four-year 
colleges are now starting school with some credit from AP courses.

New evidence now shows there are benefits to taking AP courses even for 
students who don’t meet that threshold. AP students who earn a score of 1 
or 2 or average a score of 1 or 2 across their AP Exams in high school have 
better college outcomes than academically similar college students who did 
not take an AP course and exam. 
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Research shows that students who take AP courses and exams 
are much more likely than their peers to complete a college 
degree on time —which means they avoid paying for, for 
example, a fifth year of tuition.



New Mexico Advanced Placement
Google Jamboard

How do we equitably 
encourage more 

students to enroll in 
AP courses?

College Board data show 
that hundreds of thousands 

of high school students 
nationwide have the 

potential to succeed in AP 
but do not take any matched 

AP courses.

Bridging this gap is 
crucial to supporting 

student access to 
college and career 

readiness.

19

Jamboard
•Click the link 

in the chat 
box to join

Questions
•Use the sticky 

notes to 
respond to 
the questions

Reflection
• Consider the 

feedback provided 
to the group and 
discuss 
implications



Enrollment in College & Career 
Readiness Courses
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Equity in AP Enrollment
Closing Opportunity Gaps

How do we equitably 
encourage more 

students to enroll in 
AP courses?

College Board data show 
that hundreds of thousands 

of high school students 
nationwide have the 

potential to succeed in AP 
but do not take any matched 

AP courses.

Bridging this gap is 
crucial to supporting 

student access to 
college and career 

readiness.
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STUDENT PSAT & SAT REPORTS



Reports accessible by 
AP Coordinators and students 

Communicates individualized results for 
each student who has taken PSAT/SAT 

Available to all New Mexico 
schools at no cost 

Guides informed decision making 
by providing an additional data 

point to support student scheduling 

Web-based tool included in your 
SAT Suite of Assessments

Utilizes individual student 
performance to show areas of 

strength and AP course 
recommendations

AP Potential 
Asset-Based Decision Making 
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Based on PSAT/SAT Results

Demonstrates strengths

School 
Alignment

AP Potential Student Reports
Student Example #1 
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AP Potential Levels

Alignment to Majors

Data

AP Potential Student Reports
Student Example #2
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AP Potential Fall 21’ Current Enrollment

AP Biology

AP Seminar

AP Computer Science Principles

AP English Literature

AP Calculus AB

8077

8082

7739

7865

7759

939

75

496

2735

1174

Course

New Mexico AP Potential Data
Meeting the Potential of our Students  
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Advisement & Recruitment

Master Scheduling

STARS Codes and POS

Next Steps Process

Systems Alignment
Student Success
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Equitable Enrollment
Google Jamboard

How do we equitably 
encourage more 

students to enroll in 
AP courses?

College Board data show 
that hundreds of thousands 

of high school students 
nationwide have the 

potential to succeed in AP 
but do not take any matched 

AP courses.

Bridging this gap is 
crucial to supporting 

student access to 
college and career 

readiness.
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Jamboard
•Click the link 

in the chat 
box to join

Question
•Use the sticky 

notes to 
respond to 
the question

Reflection
• Consider the 

feedback provided 
to the group and 
discuss 
implications



Advanced Placement
NMPED Program Supports

AP Canvas Course

Self-Enroll in the Advanced
Placement Canvas course:

https://nmped.instructure.
com/enroll/7MJHFK

March 3, 2022 
4:00 pm - 5:00 pm

https://forms.gle/zKpGFN6
SC4RjynM47
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AP Monthly PLCs

https://nmped.instructure.com/enroll/7MJHFK
https://forms.gle/zKpGFN6SC4RjynM47


Advanced Placement
Upcoming Professional Learning

AP Canvas Course
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AP Monthly PLCs



Questions?



https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/bureaus/college-career-readiness/. 

(505) 490-3512

Melissa.DeLaurentis@state.nm.us

Thank You!
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Feel free to contact me.

https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/bureaus/college-career-readiness/

