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Dr. Elena Valdez is the NMPED’s Hispanic Education Specialist. Her areas of
teaching and research include American studies, Southwest studies, Mexican
American literature and culture, folklore studies, and public humanities. In
addition to her general programmatic duties related to the Language and
Culture Division, Dr. Valdez supports with the implementation of the Hispanic
Education Act and serves as a resource for school districts and charter
schools as they seek to provide culturally sustaining learning environments,
educational opportunities, and instructional materials for Hispanic students.

Elena Valdez, Ph.D. 



SESSION AGENDA

o What is the State Seal of Bilingualism-Biliteracy (SSBB)?

o Why offer students the opportunity to earn the SSBB?

o How do students earn the SSBB? 

o How do districts and charter schools adopt and  

implement  the SSBB? 
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What is the State Seal of
Bilingualism-Biliteracy 
(SSBB)? 
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The state seal of bilingualism-biliteracy on a New 
Mexico diploma of excellence certifies that the 
recipient is proficient for meaningful use in 
college, a career or to meet a local community 
language need in a world language other than 
English. The graduate's high school transcript 
shall also indicate that the graduate received the 
state seal on the graduate's New Mexico diploma 
of excellence.

NMSA 22-1-9.1



The Seal of Biliteracy

• The concept of the Seal of 
Biliteracy was developed by the 
non-profit Californians Together 
in 2008. 

• The Seal of Biliteracy recognizes
students who have studied and 
attained proficiency in two or 
more languages by high school 
graduation. 

• New Mexico was the fifth state to 
adopt the Seal of Biliteracy after 
California, Texas, New York, and 
Illinois.

For more information, visit the Seal of Biliteracy website: https://sealofbiliteracy.org/

https://sealofbiliteracy.org/


Why offer students 
opportunities to earn the 
SSBB? 
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The Purpose of the State Seal of Bilingualism-Biliteracy 

• demonstrating proficiency in a language other 
than English

• bolstering cultural literacy
• promoting bilingualism and biliteracy as a 

workplace asset 
• making New Mexico a multilingual state in 

policy and practice
• revitalizing and sustaining the language and 

heritage of local communities



The Purpose of the State Seal of Bilingualism-Biliteracy 

“Until I can take pride in my language, I cannot 

take pride in myself. ” 

-- Gloria Anzaldúa

Borderlands/La Frontera: The New Mestiza (1987)



State Seal of Bilingualism-Biliteracy Timeline  

New Mexico 
Administrative Code/ 
Rule published

SY 2015 - 2016

SY 2016 - 2017

SY 2017- 2018

SY 2018 - 2019

SY 2019 - 2020

SY 2020 - 2021

156 students

490 students

681 students

878 students

1, 105 students

1,003 students

A total of 4,313 high school students have received the SSBB since SY 2015-2016. 10

HB330, Diploma Seal 
of Bilingualism, 
signed into law.

2014

2015



• American Sign 
Language 

• Arabic

• Chinese

• Czech

• Filipino

• French

• German

Languages
Since SY 2015-2016, the State Seal of Bilingualism-Biliteracy has been 
awarded for: 

• Italian

• Japanese

• Keres

• Korean

• Latin

• Navajo

• Portuguese

• Spanish
• Somali
• Tagalog
• Tewa  
• Tiwa
• Turkish 
• Vietnamese  
• Zuni 
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How do students 
demonstrate proficiency 
and earn the State Seal of 
Bilingualism-Biliteracy? 
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The State Seal of 
Bilingualism-Biliteracy 

Rule

6.32.2 NMAC establishes the criteria for 
students to earn a state seal of 
bilingualism-biliteracy on a New Mexico 
diploma of excellence. The state seal of 
bilingualism-biliteracy certifies that the 
recipient is proficient for meaningful use 
in college, a career, or to meet a local 
community language need in a language 
other than English.
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The State Seal of 
Bilingualism-Biliteracy 

Rule

To earn the bilingualism-biliteracy seal on the 
diploma of excellence, students must meet the 
graduation requirements as specified in Subsection 
J of 6.29.1.9 NMAC, and demonstrate proficiency in 
a language other than English, through one of the 
following methods:

(1) certification by an individual tribe;
(2) units of credit and an assessment;
(3) units of credit and an alternative process 

portfolio; or
(4) an assessment and an alternative process 

portfolio.

6.32.3.8 NMAC
14



State Seal of Bilingualism-Biliteracy Options

Option 1: Tribal Language Proficiency Certification 

Student meets 
requirements set by 
Tribe 

District/charter school 
receives proficiency 
certification from Tribe 

Student meets 
New Mexico 
graduation 
requirements

Students 
receives 

Diploma of 
Excellence 

with the SSBB

Tribes determine language proficiency criteria, 
process, and procedure. 
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State Seal of Bilingualism-Biliteracy Options

Option 2: Units of Credit and Assessment 

Student takes and 
passes (C or higher) 
four units of credit in 
a language other 
than English*

Student takes and 
passes an approved 
assessment in a 
language other than 
English*

Student meets 
New Mexico 
graduation 
requirements

Students 
receives 

Diploma of 
Excellence 

with the SSBB

*Requirements must be fulfilled for the same 
language other than English. 
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Visit the Language and Culture 
Division’s website to view the 
Option 2 checklist, which includes 
assessments considered valid by 
the Language and Culture 
Division & score requirements: 

Option-2_SSBB-Units-of-Credit-and-
Assessmsnt.pdf (state.nm.us)

Option 2 – Units of Credit and Assessment 

https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Option-2_SSBB-Units-of-Credit-and-Assessmsnt.pdf


• AAPPL

• ACT

• ALTA

• ASLPI

• AVANT STAMP

• CEFER

• CLEP

National Assessments 

• DELE
• DELF
• OPI, LPT, RPT, & 

WPT
• SAT Subject Test 

with listening 
• SLPI
• AVANT

WorldSpeak

The following national assessments are recognized as valid by the 
NMPED’s Language and Culture Division (LCD) and Assessment 
Bureau for earning the SSBB: 
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Avant offers STAMP assessments in multiple world 
languages. 

_________________________________________________

The NMPED will cover the cost of up to two STAMP 
assessments taken for the purpose of earning the 
State Seal of Bilingualism-Biliteracy on the diploma of 
excellence in the 11th and 12th grades (juniors and 
seniors). The Avant Remote Proctoring option is 
covered by the NMPED only for 12th graders (seniors).

_________________________________________________

Avant STAMP for the SSBB 

19



In order to sustain the language proficiency 
correspondence between Avant tests and other 
approved language tests for the State Seal of 
Bilingualism-Biliteracy, including AP assessments 
pursuant to 6.32.3.8.C.(2) and E.(1) NMAC, the 
score requirement for Avant STAMP and Avant 
STAMP WS has changed to a score of 5 or higher 
in each domain (speaking, writing, reading, and 
listening) starting in school year 2021-2022.

____________________________________________

Avant STAMP for the SSBB 
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Avant STAMP for the SSBB 

Learn About Avant Partners with the New Mexico Public Education Department | 
Avant Assessment

For more information about the Avant assessment and the SSBB, please visit: 
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https://avantassessment.com/new-mexico-partnership


State Seal of Bilingualism-Biliteracy Options

Option 3: Units of Credit and Alternative Process Portfolio 
Student takes and 
passes (C or higher) 
four units of credit in 
a language other 
than English*

Student successfully 
delivers a presentation, 
participates, participates in 
an interview panel, and 
produces a work sample, 
all in a language other than 
English*

Student meets 
New Mexico 
graduation 
requirements

Students 
receives 

Diploma of 
Excellence 

with the SSBB

*Requirements must be fulfilled for the same 
language other than English. 
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Visit the Language and 
Culture Division’s website to 
view the Option 3 sample 
checklist and alternative
process portfolio 
requirements. 

Option-3_SSBB-Units-of-Credit-
and-Portfolio.pdf (state.nm.us)

Option 3 - Units of Credit and Alterative Process Portfolio
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https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Option-3_SSBB-Units-of-Credit-and-Portfolio.pdf


State Seal of Bilingualism-Biliteracy Options

Option 4: Assessment and Alternative Process Portfolio 
Student takes and 
passes an approved 
assessment in a 
language other than 
English*

Student successfully 
delivers a presentation, 
participates, participates in 
an interview panel, and 
produces a work sample, 
all in a language other than 
English* 

Student meets 
New Mexico 
graduation 
requirements

Students 
receives 

Diploma of 
Excellence 

with the SSBB

*Requirements must be fulfilled for the same 
language other than English. 



Visit the Language and 
Culture Division’s website to 
view the Option 4 checklist, 
which includes assessments 
considered valid by the 
Language and Culture 
Division, score requirements, 
and alternative process 
portfolio requirements: 

Option-4_SSBB-Asessment-
and-Portfolio.pdf 
(state.nm.us)

Option 4 - Assessment and Alternative Process Portfolio
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https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Option-4_SSBB-Asessment-and-Portfolio.pdf


How do we adopt and 
implement the State Seal of
Bilingualism-Biliteracy?
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Three Key Steps for Implementing the New Mexico SSBB

1. School Boards and Governing Councils of districts and 

charter schools must adopt the SSBB. 

2. In accordance with the Indian Education Act, the district or 

charter school should have an updated Memorandum of 

Understanding with neighboring Tribes to award the SSBB 

in Tribal Languages. 

3. The district or charter school must submit a request for the 

SSBB image to the Language and Culture Division. 
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Not true! The SSBB is not attached to BMEPs.

Common Misconceptions 
about the SSBB

1. The SSBB implementation is only for the state-
funded Bilingual Multicultural Education Programs 
(BMEPs).
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Not true! The assessment must be recognized as 
valid by NMPED .

Common Misconceptions 
about the SSBB

2. High school students can demonstrate proficiency 
in a language other than English with any kind of 
language assessment to receive the SSBB. 
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Not true! Districts and charter schools must request 
the SSBB image from the Language and Culture 
Division.

Common Misconceptions 
about the SSBB

3. Locally authorized charter schools request the 
SSBB image from their districts.
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Please visit the LCD website: State Seal of Bilingualism-Biliteracy (SSBB) – New Mexico Public 
Education Department

SSBB Resources

SSBB Guidance 
Handbook

SSBB 
handout 
for 
students
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https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/bureaus/languageandculture/seal-of-bilingualism-biliteracy/


Request a copy of the SSBB:SSBB_Request_Form_FINAL-2.1.22.doc (live.com)

SSBB Resources
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SSBB 
image 
request 
form. 

https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwebnew.ped.state.nm.us%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2022%2F02%2FSSBB_Request_Form_FINAL-2.1.22.doc&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK


State Seal of Bilingualism-
Biliteracy (SSBB) – New Mexico 
Public Education Department

(505) 670-2608

Elena.Valdez@state.nm.us

Thank You!
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Feel free to contact me.

https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/bureaus/languageandculture/seal-of-bilingualism-biliteracy/
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