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SESSION AGENDA
• CS/IT- career connections

• Framing the current problem in 
CS/IT classes

• Solutions & Resources

• Open discussion
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Computing and technology jobs 

The average salary for a computing 
occupation in NM is $72,000, 
which is significantly higher than 
the average salary in the state 
($44,840)

New Mexico had only 173 computer 
science graduates in 2018



Computing and technology jobs 

Good news!  Not all of 
these jobs require a 
degree in CS.  Some of 
these skills you can get 
through certifications 
in HS or community 
college.

Source: Robert Half Technology



Computing and technology jobs 

Demand for computing 
talent is STRONG and 
only will continue to 
grow



No matter your interest, coding can play a part in your 
future 

Demand for computing 
talent is STRONG and 
only will continue to 
grow



NM CS Stats: we have a diversity issue
AP CS information

Only 221 exams were taken in AP CS by high school students in New 
Mexico in 2019

24% female
93 were taken by underrepresented minorities (42%)

Only 16% of schools with AP offer an AP CS class

➢ Only 22% were female 

➢ only 88 exams were taken by Hispanic or Latino students

➢ only 3 exams were taken by Black students 

➢ only 2 exams were taken by American Indian or Alaska Native 
students



NM CS Stats: we have an access issue

Where CS education 
is/isn’t happening

• Out of 89 school districts, there are 29 districts that 
have at least 1 CS class

• 61 out of ~200 HS have a CS class (30%)



NM CS Stats: we have an access issue

Districts
2016-17

# of students 
enrolled

2017-18
# of students 

enrolled

2018-19
# of students 

enrolled

2019-20
# of students 

enrolled

%  of HS 
students 

enrolled in a 
CS/IT class 

2018-19

Carlsbad 42 48 27 23 <1%
Roswell 23 40 17 30 2%

Albuquerque 178 279 315 332 1%
Las Cruces 375 480 348 351 5%

Los Alamos 61 54 62 107 6%
Los Lunas 142 49 65 80 3%

Rio Rancho 9 42 67 107 2%
Santa Fe 96 151 206 207 6%



NM CS Stats: CS education is growing



NM HS Teaching Computer Science



K-12 Computer Science Access Report



Race/Ethnicity 
and Access in New 

Mexico



Alabama, Arkansas, Connecticut, Florida, Hawaii, Indiana, Massachusetts, Mississippi, 
New Jersey, New Mexico, and Texas provided data on the demographics of students 

enrolled in CS courses.



AP CS Access and Participation



AP CS Student 
Participation



AP Participation by Race/Ethnicity & Gender



Beyond the data:
making the CS/IT class experience real
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Power of Placement

A seat in a computer science class 
can change a life





Jerry’s story inspired me to recruit even harder



Recruitment means nothing without counselor 
support



Recruitment means nothing without counselor 
support

X XXX

XX

X X



Who gets a spot?



What if girls DON’T have experience?

● Traditionally represented students 
get the opportunity to see 
themselves as computer scientists 
every day

● One gender is not inherently 
better at CS...but one has a lot 
less opportunity

● Girls are signing up for other 
STEM classes and being 
successful--they will be successful 
in CS



Making a Smart Master

● Girls tend to join CS in 
groups

● Don’t schedule in-demand 
CS classes at a time when 
girls are less available 
(during cheer, Women’s 
Choir, or Girls’ Basketball, 
for example)

● Try not to make STEM-
invested students choose 
between STEM classes



NM CS education has advocates
➢ NM PED

○ 9-12 overseen by Career & College Readiness Bureau
■ Jaime Cherry, Bobbi Eichhorst
■ A.P. - Alex Lutz (STEM Symposium session on AP CSP

○ K-8 overseen by Math & Science Bureau
■ Yanira Vasquez, Shafiq Chaudhary, Jenifer Hooten

➢ Higher Ed- NMSU, DACC, NNMC, UNM, ENMU, CNM
➢ Non-profits- CS Alliance, LANL Foundation, Supercomputing Challenge, NM 

MESA
➢ Organizations & Businesses- CSTA-NM, NM Tech Council
➢ Elected Officials- Rep. Debbie Sariñana, Sen. Jacob Candelaria
➢ CS Taskforce- creating a state plan



www.computersciencealliance.org

paige@computersciencealliance.org

Follow CHS CS on FB
https://www.facebook.com/CH
SComputerScience Thank You!
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Feel free to contact us!

29

mhagaman@lcps.net


